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Tby troops of the 9th German Army Corps who were
coming through the forest on the north of the town.
This brigade fought most gallantly, and caused the
enemy to suffer tremendous loss in issuing from the
forest into the narrow streets of the town. This loss
has been estimated from reliable sources at from 700
to 1,000. At the same time information reached me
from Sir Douglas Haig that his 1st Division was also
heavily engaged south and east of Maroilles. I sent
urgent messages to the commander of the two French
Reserve Divisions on my right to come up to the assist-
ance of the I. Corps, which they eventually did. Partly
owing to this assistance, but mainly to the skilful
manner in which Sir Douglas Haig extricated his corps
from an exceptionally difficult position in the darkness
of the night, they were able at dawn to resume their
march south towards Wassigny-on-Guise.
se By about 6 p.m. the II. Corps had got into position
with their right on Le Gateau, their left in the neighbour-
hood of Caudry, and the line of defence was continued
thence by the 4th Division towards Seranvillers, the left
being thrown back/''
These were normal measures demanded by the
circumstances, but the chief factor that enabled the
British Army to escape was that the German First Army
lacked the effective means of making it stand and
fight—namely, the three divisions which composed
Marwitz's Cavalry Corps. The change of command
having taken place when it was on the march Ath-
Sehelde-Courtrai, this corps did not come under the
direct orders of the First Army till the evening of the
24th, and even though the right flank of the First Army
was constantly being kept back for the purpose, the
Cavalry Corps was unable to accomplish its task of

